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THE VERY FAIRY PRINCESS
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Ages: 3-6
Themes: Fantasy & Imagination, Self-Esteem 
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 COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS:
 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1 Read closely to determine what the
 text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific  
 textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn  
 from the text.

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.3 Analyze how and why individuals, 
 events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.1
 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and  
 collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' ideas and   
 expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.2
 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and   
 formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

SUMMARY
Geraldine is sure that she is a fairy princess, even if none of her family or 
friends believe her. To prove it, she does everything that fairy princesses 
do all day long. She dresses like a fairy princess, dances like a fairy 
princess, and helps others like a fairy princess. Geraldine’s princess-y ways 
lead her through life with exuberance, confidence, and love ~ and of 
course, an inner sparkle.

OBJECTIVES
•  Students will make text-to-self connections.
•  Students will develop their vocabulary.
•  Students will use illustrations to interpret characters’ feelings.
•  Students will engage in a text-dependent discussion.

BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Common Core Connection Activities:
Preview some of the vocabulary words from the book, such as: presentable, 
refined, attire, practical, demanding. Consider using the following activity 
to develop all or some of the words more deeply:
1.  Fold a paper into thirds (one paper for each word).
2.  Write the word in the left hand column. Read the word aloud.

3.  Tell a story, dramatize, or give an example or sentence to explain the 
     meaning of the word.
4.  Ask students, What do you think this word means, based on the 
     story/dramatization/example/sentence?
5.  Give students time to discuss their ideas with partners. Then, have 
     students share out ideas. 
6.  Scribe students’ ideas in the middle column.
7.  Using students’ ideas, craft a definition of the word. Write that in the 
     middle column also.
8.  Ask students what kind of drawing could be used to represent the 
     meaning of the word. Draw one or two of their ideas in the third column.
Depending on students’ independent writing ability, they can make their 
own 3-fold definition papers, or simply write the word and draw a picture.

Review text-to-self connections with students. Ask them to share with each 
other about a fictional character that they relate with. Guiding questions:
•  Do you ever imagine yourself to be like a character from a book or 
     movie? Like a superhero, princess, or a realistic character that does 
     things that you admire?
•  Who do you imagine yourself to be, and why?
•  How do you act when you’re imagining yourself to be someone else?
•  How do your friends and family feel when you’re imagining you’re 
     someone else?
Tell students that they are going to see a movie about a girl who imagines 
that she is a fairy princess. Encourage them to watch and listen for ways 
that she acts like a fairy princess and to pay attention to how acting like a 
fairy princess helps her and others.

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Common Core Connection Activities:
Revisit the text-to-self connection discussion, and extend it to include other 
text connections, to help students understand the themes of the movie. Have 
students write or discuss one example of how they can compare the movie 
to an experience in their own lives (text-to-self), something that has 
happened in the world (text-to-world), or something that they have seen or 
read about in another book or video (text-to-text). Use a connection frame, 
like the one below, to help students structure their responses.

Present a strategy lesson that teaches students to use the text and pictures to 
make inferences about characters’ feelings. Use the following examples from 
the story:
• “I know that I’m a fairy princess because I FEEL it inside…” Notice the 
     illustration of Geraldine s̓ brother. How do you think he feels about her 
     being a fairy princess? What in the illustration gives you that idea?
• “For breakfast I have Fairy Pancakes, with extra fairy dust on top.” Does 
      the illustration of Geraldine s̓ brother support your earlier idea about his 
      feelings? Why or why not?
After the strategy lesson, replay the movie or read the book, and guide 
students to make inferences about other characters’ feelings, based on the text 
and pictures.

Lead students in a text-dependent discussion. Focus the discussion around the 
following question: Geraldine pretends to be a fairy princess throughout 
everything she does. How does pretending to be a fairy princess help 
Geraldine and others? Use examples from the text to support your 
answer.

Foster discussion with the following questions:
• Do you agree with ______’s response? Why or why not?
• What does ______’s response tell you about Geraldine?
Encourage students to actively listen to each other and build on each other’s 
answers. The following discussion frames may be helpful:
• I agree/disagree with _________ because…
• Iʼd like to elaborate on _______ s̓ comment…
• I understand what ______ is saying, however…
• ________ s̓ comment supports the idea that…
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Text-to-Self       Text-to-World             Text-to-Text

A Very Fairy Princess 
connects to my life 
because 
__________________.

A Very Fairy Princess 
connects to 
___________________
that I have 
seen/heard/read
about in the world.

A Very Fairy Princess 
connects to 
__________________
because in both texts 
__________________.


