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SUMMARY
Two turtles have found a hat. It looks good on both of them, but there 
are two of them and only one hat. They decide to forget about the 
hat… except one turtle just can’t let go. Will he choose the hat over his 
friendship? Students are sure to connect with this turtle’s dilemma 
and may even learn a lesson in the end. This movie provides excellent 
opportunities for making inferences and using visuals to tell the whole 
story.

OBJECTIVES
•  Students will make inferences and predictions using the text and 
illustrations.
•  Students will discuss problem-solving and honesty.
•  Students will write a personal narrative about a time that they had to 
solve a problem with a friend.

BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Introduce problem solving to the students. Guiding questions:
•  Have you ever had a problem that you needed to solve with a friend? 
What was it? How did you solve the problem?
•  Why is it important to find solutions to problems?

Give students different scenarios of problems to solve. Give them 
choices of reasonable and unreasonable solutions. Discuss why some 
solutions are more reasonable than others. Ask students to suggest other 
solutions that you did not provide. Tell students that they are going to 
see a movie about two turtles who find a hat and they both want the 
hat. Guide them to make predictions about how the turtles will solve 
their problem and encourage students to watch and listen to see if their 
predictions were correct. 

Discuss honesty with students.  Guiding questions:
•  Define honesty.
•  Why is honesty important?
•  What happens when people are dishonest?
•  Have you ever been dishonest before? What happened? How did it 
make you feel?
•  How do people act when they have told a lie? Why do you think they 
act that way?
After the discussion, tell students to watch to see if all of the characters 
in the movie are honest. 

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Revisit the problem-solving discussion from the Before Viewing 
Activities. Ask students:
•  What was the turtles’ problem?
•  How did they decide to solve the problem?
•  Did both turtles agree with the solution? How do you know?
•  How was the problem finally solved in the end? 
After the discussion, challenge students to brainstorm other solutions 
to the turtles’ problem. In pairs, have students discuss other solutions 
and come up with a short skit that shows another way the turtles could 
solve the problem. Give students the opportunity to perform their skits 
for the class. 

Give a mini-lesson on using pictures and textual clues to make 
inferences. Explain to students that when you make an inference, you 
use your own background knowledge together with clues in the text to 
make smart guesses about the characters, setting, or plot. Tell students 
that you’re going to play part of the movie (or show a page from the 
book) We Found a Hat and that they should look for picture clues that 
tell them something that the text does not say. Show the part of the 
movie when the turtles decide to leave the hat. Ask:
•  What do you see in the picture that the words do not talk about? (The 
second turtle is looking back at the hat.)
•  What can we guess, or predict, has will happen next? Did we use 
textual clues or pictures clues to help us with our prediction?
Then, read or play the part when the turtles are watching the sunset. 
Ask:
•  What is the second turtle thinking about?
•  What in the pictures make you think that?

Summarize the discussion. Ask:
•  What did the second turtle do when the first turtle fell asleep?
•  What clues did you see before the second turtle snuck back to the hat 
that made you think he might do that?
•  How were you able to tell what the second turtle wanted, even 
though the words didn’t tell you?

Guide students through the writing process, by modeling a story about 
solving a problem with a friend.
1) Use a web or list to brainstorm ideas.
2) Use the web or list to choose the strongest idea. Using that idea, create 
an outline with the students. Since it is a story, the outline should be 
created in chronological order, using the key words first, then, next, 
finally. Encourage all students to contribute ideas to the outline.
3) Use the outline to fill in details and strong vocabulary, creating a 
story. Scribe the story on large chart paper, so that students can see how 
the ideas get transformed into complete sentences.
4) Conclude by having students tell the stories of how they solved a 
problem with a friend. Older students can use the writing process to 
create their story, while younger students can make a wordless picture 
book.
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Common Core Connections: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1 
Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to 
make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.7 
Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1 
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations 
and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured 
event sequences.


