
Mighty, Mighty Construction Site
by Sherri Duskey Rinker and Tom Lichtenheld
Ages: 2-5: Grades PreK-K
Themes: Friendship, Transportation

SUMMARY
The day starts bright and early for the vehicles down at the construction 
site. When they see the plan for the day they can’t believe their eyes – 
will the five of them be able to do it? Cement Mixer summons back-up 
and soon trucks and vehicles come zooming to their aid. Together the 
new friends work all day, proving that with teamwork they can tackle 
even the toughest job.

OBJECTIVES
•  Students will identify different vehicles used at construction sites and 
their functions.
•  Students will identify rhyming words.
•  Students will discuss the central message of the story.

BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Elicit students’ background knowledge about construction sites. 
Guiding questions:
•  What is a construction site?
•  What kinds of things get made or built at a construction site?
•  Where have you seen a construction site before?
•  What kinds of vehicles do you see at construction sites?
Follow up the discussion by telling students that they’re going to see a 
movie about vehicles that work at a construction site. Encourage them to 
watch and listen for new things that they learn from the movie.

Preview the names of the construction vehicles in the movie with 
students. Show a picture of each vehicle. Ask students what each is 
called. Record students’ answers under each picture, even if the answers 
are incorrect. Tell students that they are going to watch a movie about 
vehicles that work at construction sites. Encourage them to watch and 
listen for the names of the vehicles and the jobs that they do. Revisit 
this after viewing the movie to clarify misconceptions and identify the 
function of each vehicle.

Introduce or review rhyming with students. Start with simple rhymes, 
such as words ending in –at or –ot. Then, introduce some of the words 
from the movie, such as: site/night, road/load, and day/play. Challenge 
students to brainstorm other words that rhyme with those. Then, 
encourage students to watch and listen for rhymes in the movie. 

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Revisit the names of the different vehicles in the movie. Show students’ 
the pictures of the vehicles again and review the names that they 
called them. Were any of the names from the movie on their lists? If 
not, add the name from the movie onto the list. Then, go back to each 
one and review its job or function. It may help to have a copy of the 
book, Mighty, Mighty Construction Site to review pages with specific 
information. Create an anchor chart with the name and picture of each 
vehicle and its function. As a follow up, give students blackline pictures 
of the different trucks. They can color them and practice writing the 
names of each.

Discuss with students how the vehicles worked together to accomplish 
their goal. Guiding questions:
•  How did the vehicles react when they first saw how big their job 
would be? What did they do to solve their problem?
•  Give some examples of vehicles that worked together. Why was their 
cooperation important? 
•  What is the central message of this story? What details from the story 
reveal this message?
(RL.1.2)

Revisit the rhyming lesson from the Before Viewing Activities. Ask 
students if they noticed if any other words rhymed with the words 
introduced before the movie. Confirm their answers by repeating the 
sentence from the movie and writing it on chart paper. Ask if any other 
rhyming word would make sense in that sentence. Extend the students’ 
rhyming practice by setting up a rhyming center in the classroom. This 
could be a matching game where children draw picture cards and look 
for rhyming matches. This could also be a game where students think of 
as many words as they can in a rhyming family. (RF.K.2.A)

Read aloud a text and/or show a video about trucks. Suggested 
resources:
•  I’m Dirty! by Kate and Jim McMullan*
•  I’m Brave! by Kate and Jim McMullan*

•  I Stink! by Kate and Jim McMullan*
•  Trucks by Wil Mara
•  Garbage Trucks at Work by D.R. Addison
•  Machines at Work by Byron Barton
As you read, encourage students to listen for a new and interesting fact 
that they learned about trucks, and to draw a picture or write a sentence 
about what they learned. Give students an opportunity to share their 
facts after reading. Scribe these on a class chart entitled, “Facts About 
Trucks.” Reread the chart aloud with the class. Culminate the read aloud 
by giving each student a blackline master of a truck and wheels. Have 
students write one fact on each wheel and glue it to the truck. (RL.K.9, 
RI.K.9)
*Weston Woods videos available for these titles

Set up a “truck center” in the classroom with one or more of the 
following activities:
•  Fill a sand table with sand, some gravel, and an assortment of trucks 
that could be used to play with the materials. 
•  Gather recycled materials such as milk cartons, boxes, toilet and paper 
towel rolls, straws, etc. for students to use to build their own trucks. 
•  Create a cut-out matching activity where students cut out pictures of 
trucks and glue them next to a picture of a job that they would be used 
for.

OTHER TITLES ABOUT VEHICLES FROM 

WESTON WOODS:
Goodnight, Goodnight Construction Site – written by Sherri Duskey 
Rinker; illustrated by Tom Lichtenheld
I Stink! - By Kate and Jim McMullan
I’m Brave! - By Kate and Jim McMullan
I’m Dirty! - By Kate and Jim McMullan
I’m Fast! - By Kate and Jim McMullan
Mike Mulligan and his Steam Shovel – by Virginia Lee Burton

To order other Weston Woods titles visit www.scholastic.com/westonwoods or call 800-243-5020
This guide may be photocopied for free distribution without restriction.

Mighty, Mighty Construction Site

Common Core Connections: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1
 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to 
make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.2
Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.9
Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics 
in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the 
authors take.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.1
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations 
and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.


