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Curriculum Guide

LET LIBERTY RISE!

How America’s Schoolchildren Helped Save the Statue of Liberty
Written by Chana Stiefel. Illustrated by Chuck Groenink.

SUMMARY
When Lady Liberty first made her way over from France to the United States, she was
really only missing one thing-- a pedestal to stand on! Many of America’s wealthiest
benefactors were unwilling to pay the price needed to finish the monument. But
one immigrant journalist--Joseph Pulitzer-- was determined to hoist Lady Liberty
up into the New York skyline. Appealing to his community, Pulitzer convinced many
Americans to send in whatever amount of money they could afford-- big or small-to help complete this now-famous national icon. And some of the biggest helpers
happened to be thousands of schoolchildren, who proudly scraped their pockets to
let Liberty rise!

THEMES
History, Diversity, Cooperation, Community

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where,
when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of
key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.2
Recount stories, including fables and folktales from
diverse cultures, and determine their central message,
lesson, or moral.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3
Describe how characters in a story respond to major
events and challenges.

MATERIALS
• Easel/whiteboard and
markers
• A.V. equipment
• Blank paper
• Let Liberty Rise! movie
• 5Ws & H worksheet (with six boxes for illustrations;
this can also be done on six separate pieces of paper
and then glued onto poster paper to make a chart)
• Pencils
• Glue
• Colored pencils or markers

*The Common Core State Standards addressed by the discussion questions and activities in this guide are noted throughout.
For more information on the Common Core, visit corestandards.org.
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OBJECTIVE
∞ Students will determine the “who, what, when, where, why, and how” (5Ws&H) of Let Liberty Rise!
∞ Students will identify the central message of the story.

BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Discuss the students’ background knowledge about the Statue of Liberty. During the discussion, write the students’
responses on the easel/whiteboard. Guiding questions may include:
• Have you ever been to New York City?
• What do you know about New York City?
• When you picture New York City in your mind, what do you see?
Recommendation: Students can draw their responses to this question on blank paper.
• What is the Statue of Liberty?
• Why do you think people care so much about the Statue of Liberty? What do you think
the statue means?
After the discussion, tell the students that they will be watching a movie about the
Statue of Liberty.

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES

Reconvene the class to discuss the movie and check for comprehension. Guiding questions may include:
• How did the characters in the movie respond to the challenges that they faced?
• Why did Joseph Pulitzer care so much about Lady Liberty’s pedestal? How did he get his community to care, too?
• How would America be different if Joseph Pulitzer and his community didn’t care about Lady Liberty?
• If you could “take away” one message from the movie, what would it be?
• What questions did you have after watching the movie?
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.2, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3)
After discussing the movie, explain that the students will be filling in an illustrated chart with a partner or small group. The chart will
require them to create six illustrations that represent their answers to the following questions:
• Who was the story mostly about?
• What was the story mostly about?
• Where did the story take place?
• When did the story take place?
• Why was this all happening?
• How did it happen?
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1)

CLOSURE

After the students have completed their responses, reconvene the class. Allow the students the opportunity to share their
responses with the rest of the class. Then, collect the completed student work and display it proudly!

OTHER SIMILAR TITLES
• What To Do About Alice? • I Could Do That! Esther Morris Gets Women The Vote
• Miss Rumphius • The Journey of the One and Only Declaration of Independence
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5 W’s & H
Who was the story mostly about?

What was the story mostly about?

Where did the story take place?

When did the story take place?

Why was this all happening?

How did it happen?

