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Curriculum Guide

How Do Dinosaurs Say Goodbye?
Written by Jane Yolen. Illustrated by Mark Teague.

SUMMARY
Nobody loves a goodbye. And that includes dinosaurs! Big feelings can come in packages of
any size. But with the right attitude and a little support from your loved ones, you can learn to
face any challenge with bravery!

THEMES
Manners, Dinosaurs, Humor

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1
Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in
small and larger groups.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.3
With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and
major events in a story.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.1
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to
compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic
or the name of the book they are writing about and state an
opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite
book is...)

MATERIALS
• Easel/whiteboard and markers
• A.V. equipment
• How Do Dinosaurs Say Goodbye? movie
• Dinosaur footprint cut-outs (with lines for writing)
• Glue sticks
• Large paper
• Colored pencils or markers
• Safety Scissors

*The Common Core State Standards addressed by the discussion questions and activities in this guide are noted throughout.
For more information on the Common Core, visit corestandards.org.
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OBJECTIVES
• Students will write and illustrate a review for How Do Dinosaurs Say Goodbye?
that details what they enjoyed about the story.
• With teacher guidance, students will practice their motor skills by using safety scissors.

BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES

As a whole class, discuss major ideas and concepts related to the story. Anchoring questions might include:
• Do you ever have really big feelings?
• When you feel something really big, how do you express it?
• What are some good ways to deal with big feelings?
• Do other creatures have feelings, too?
• What about dinosaurs?
• If a dinosaur was really happy, what would they do? (Have the kids act this out)
• If a dinosaur was really sad/angry, what would they do? (Have the kids act this out)
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1)
Be sure to document the students’ thoughts and ideas on the board.
After the discussion, introduce How Do Dinosaurs Say Goodbye?

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES

Reconvene the class to discuss the movie and check for comprehension. Guiding questions may include:
• How would you introduce the movie to a classmate, friend, or family member who hasn’t watched it?
• What did you learn from watching this movie?
• What was your favorite part of the movie?
• Why did you enjoy that part?
• How would you explain that part of the movie to a friend?
• If you could give these dinosaurs some suggestions about how to deal with their big emotions, what would you say?
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.3)
After discussing the movie, explain that the students will be writing a brief explanation of their favorite part of the movie
inside a dinosaur footprint! Then, they will be cutting out their dinosaur print (with teacher help). Finally, they will glue the
print onto a large piece of paper, where they will draw a big dinosaur showing big emotions!
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.1)
After the students have created their responses, create a colossal classroom display.

OTHER SIMILAR TITLES
• How Do Dinosaurs Say Goodnight? • How Do Dinosaurs Eat Their Food?
• How Do Dinosaurs Go To School? • How Do Dinosaurs Get Well Soon?
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