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Curriculum Guide

The Little Butterfly That Could 
Book by Ross Burach.

Ages: 4-8
Grades: K-3

SUMMARY
We all face challenges that can sometimes seem insurmountable. Such is the life of one little 
butterfly, who isn’t so sure if he could. 

In this story, readers will go on a butterfly migration! Throughout their journey, they will learn 
important lessons about perseverance and nature. 

THEMES
Science, Nature, Perseverance

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2
Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a 
topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a 
concluding statement or section.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.3
Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event 
or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, 
thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, 
and provide a sense of closure.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1
Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners 
about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and 
larger groups.

MATERIALS

• Easel/whiteboard and markers

• A.V. equipment

• The Little Butterfly That Could movie

• Lined Paper

• Pencils

• Clothespins

• Clothesline

• Scissors

*The Common Core State Standards addressed by the discussion questions and activities in this guide are noted throughout. 
For more information on the Common Core, visit corestandards.org.



BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES
As a whole class, brainstorm a list of things that the students know about butterflies. Guiding questions might include:
• What do you know about butterflies?
• Where do butterflies come from?
• What time of year do you see butterflies?
• Where do butterflies go when it gets cold?

(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1)
Be sure to document the students’ thoughts and ideas on the board.

After the discussion, introduce The Little Butterfly That Could as a film related to the 
topics that have been discussed.

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Reconvene the class to discuss the movie and check for comprehension. Guiding questions may include:
• How would you introduce the movie to a classmate, friend, or family member who hasn’t watched it? 
• What did you learn from watching this movie?
• Summarize how the butterfly in the movie migrated and where they went.
• What do you think are some of the big ideas and messages in this movie?
• Do you think that some of this movie’s messages are applicable to people, too? 

After discussing the movie, explain that the students will be imagining that they are butterflies. Then, they will write a brief 
narrative explaining their migration process. As they write, students should consider what their thoughts and feelings would 
be if they were a migrating butterfly.

(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.3)

After the students have created their responses, they will design their own butterflies using a clothespin, cut pieces of paper, 
and some colored pencils to decorate! 

Once the students have all created their responses and butterflies, hang their responses from a clothesline using their 
butterfly pins. 

OTHER SIMILAR TITLES
• The Very Impatient Caterpillar  • The Caterpillar & The Polliwog  • In The Small, Small Pond
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Activities

OBJECTIVES
• Students will create a butterfly out of a clothespin and paper.

• Students will write a narrative from a butterfly’s point of view. The narrative will document 
butterfly migration as detailed by the book. 
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