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Curriculum Guide

WISHES
Written by by Mượn Thị Văn. Illustrated by Victo Ngai.

SUMMARY
In Wishes, readers are gently placed into the shoes of a young immigrant, voyaging
all the way from Vietnam on a tightly packed ship. Told in sparse but lyrical prose,
this story will leave young audiences pondering what it means to dream for a better
tomorrow. Moreover, they will consider what it truly means to be home.

THEMES
Family, Diversity, Immigration, Home, Asian Heritage

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2
Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse
cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and
explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations,
or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the
sequence of events.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.5
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or
speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene,
and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on
earlier sections.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.10
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

MATERIALS
•
•
•
•

Easel/whiteboard and markers
A.V. equipment
Wishes movie
Paper (with lines for writing and a box/blank space
for an illustration)
• Pencils
• Colored pencils or markers

*The Common Core State Standards addressed by the discussion questions and activities in this guide are noted throughout.
For more information on the Common Core, visit corestandards.org.
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OBJECTIVE
∞ Students will write a brief reflection explaining what they think it would be like to immigrate to a new country.

BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES

Discuss the students’ background knowledge about the concepts of “home” and
“immigration”. Some guiding questions might include:
• What is a home?
• What qualities make a place feel like home?
• Why do some people leave the homes that they love and/or are familiar with?
• Have you ever heard the word “immigrant” or “immigration”? What do you think these
words might mean?
• How might being an immigrant feel different than just moving to a new house or school?
• How do you think an immigrant might feel about going to live in a new country? Do you
know anybody who has immigrated from one place to another?
After the discussion, tell the students that they will be watching a movie about a family that’s immigrating from Vietnam. It
may be beneficial to discuss some facts and geography about Vietnam before showing the film.

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES

Reconvene the class to discuss the movie and check for comprehension. Guiding questions may include:
• How did the characters in the movie respond to the challenges that they faced?
• Why does the author keep talking about “wishing”? What are our characters wishing for?
• How do you think the main character feels about immigrating? Why?
• What part of the movie stood out to you the most? Why?
• If you could “take away” one message from the movie, what would it be?
• What questions did you have after watching the movie?
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.5)
After discussing the movie, explain that the students will be writing a creative response to the following prompt: How would
I feel if I found out I was immigrating to a new country? What might I think or worry about? What would I take with me?
What would make this new place feel like home?
Brainstorm general ideas for each part/question in the prompt. As the students write, encourage them to use the prompt’s
questions as a checklist; their full written responses should address each question.
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.10)
When they’re finished writing, students should illustrate their prompts!

ENRICHMENT

Encourage students to ask family, friends, or other trusted adults about
their cultural histories. For example, students may consider asking where
their own families immigrated from.
Students who have a close connection to an adult immigrant should interview them about life in their native country.

OTHER SIMILAR TITLES
• Grandfather’s Journey • Watercress • Show Way • This Is The Rope
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