
™

Curriculum Guide

Mel Fell
Book by Corey R. Tabor

Ages: 3-8
Grades: PreK-3

SUMMARY
Mel the Kingfisher may be afraid. But nonetheless, she’s ready to fly! 

In Mel Fell, viewers will soar  through the sky on a journey to new beginnings, new 
friends, and invaluable life lessons. 

THEMES
Nature, Birds, Perseverance, Confidence, Learning, Values

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear 
event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.6
With guidance and support from adults, use technology to 
produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as 
to interact and collaborate with others.

MATERIALS

• Easel/whiteboard and markers

• A.V. equipment

• Mel Fell movie

• Graphic organizers for narrative writing

• Computers or tablets

• Printer

• Colored pencils or markers

*The Common Core State Standards addressed by the discussion questions and activities in this guide are noted throughout. 
For more information on the Common Core, visit corestandards.org.



BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES
As a whole class, discuss ideas related to learning and trying new things. Prompts may include:
• When was the last time you tried something new?
• How did you feel? Did the way you were feeling make it harder to try?
• What did you learn from trying something new? 
• Did you learn anything about yourself?
• What is your favorite thing to do for fun?
• Did you always enjoy doing it?
• How did you feel the first time you tried it?
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1)

Be sure to document the students’ thoughts and ideas on the board.

After the discussion, introduce Mel Fell as a story that will explore one bird’s 
experiences as she takes her first flight! 

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Reconvene the class to discuss the movie and check for comprehension. Guiding questions may include:
• How would you introduce the movie to a classmate, friend, or family member who hasn’t watched it? 
• What did you learn from watching this movie?
• Think about some of your own experiences learning and trying new things. Can you compare or contrast your experiences to Mel’s?
• What do you think are some of the big ideas and messages in this movie?
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1)

After discussing the movie, explain that the students will be writing a fiction or nonfiction narrative about trying something 
new. The narrative can be as realistic as eating your first brussel sprout or as outrageous as taking your first trip to Jupiter! 
Utilize your favorite graphic organizer to help students plan their stories. 
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3)

In order to increase their digital literacy skills, students should type this narrative as a slide show, using each slide as a “page” 
of their own story book (max. recommended book length is 7 slides). When students’ stories have been revised and edited, 
they can print them out and add illustrations! 
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.6)

OTHER SIMILAR TITLES
• The Little Butterfly That Could  • The Ugly Duckling  

• The Pigeon Who Had To Go To School!?
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Activities

OBJECTIVES
• Students will complete a narrative writing prompt that incorporates descriptive language. 

• Students will complete their narratives as a slide show presentation, 
practicing their typing and computer literacy skills.  
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