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Grades: PreK-1
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Curriculum Guide

The Little Wooden Robot and the Log Princess
Written and illustrated by Tom Gauld.

SUMMARY
When the King and Queen cannot have children, they wish with all their hearts for a miracle. This
wish is granted, not once, but twice after a skilled engineer and a witch present them with our
two scrappy heroes-- The Little Wooden Robot and The Log Princess. But the King and Queen’s
cherished new children come with a catch. At night, the princess turns back into a wooden log
and can only be reawakened by the magic words. One night, the sleeping princess is mistaken for
lumber and taken far away. Her brother ventures out to find her. But once he finds and awakens
his sister, will the Little Wooden Robot and the Log Princess be able to find their way back home?

THEMES
Fairy Tales, Folklore, Robots, Siblings

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS*

MATERIALS

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1

• AV equipment

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.

• The Little Wooden Robot and the Log Princess film

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7

• Whiteboard with markers

Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters,
setting, or events.

• Pencils and erasers

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.9
Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of
characters in stories.

• The Little Wooden Robot and the Log Princess book

• Large-sized index cards
• Colored pencils, crayons, or markers
• Small magnets or tape

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.5
With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic,
respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add
details to strengthen writing as needed.

*The Common Core State Standards addressed by the discussion questions and activities in this guide are noted throughout.
For more information on the Common Core, visit corestandards.org.
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Activities

™

OBJECTIVES
• Students will participate in a collaborative discussion about key events and details from the story.
• Students will write and illustrate a prompt explaining what “magic words” would wake them
up from a deep sleep.

BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES

Seperate the students into 2-4 person discussion groups. For ease, groups can be based on their table/section of the
classroom. Once all of the students know who is in their group, pose the following questions: What are your favorite fairy
tales? Why are they your favorites?
Allow students approximately 3 mins. to discuss their ideas with their respective groups. Then, reconvene the whole class.
Allow students to share their thoughts and ideas; as they do so, write down any keywords or phrases that they mention.
After about 3 mins., ask the class to consider the commonalities between their favorite fairy tales (e.g. magic, princesses,
kingdoms, etc.) Jot down their ideas on the board.
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1)
Finally, introduce the film as a magical new fairy tale! Encourage students to note common fairy tale elements as they watch
the film.

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES

Reconvene the class to discuss the story. (Reccommendation: have a copy of the book available to aid in the discussion).
Guiding questions may include the following:
• Did you like this fairy tale?
• How is it similar to the fairy tales you already knew?
• How is it different?
• What was your favorite part of the story?
• How did watching the fairy tale and seeing the pictures help you enjoy/understand the story?
• What do you think it would feel like to be the Log Princess?
• What would it be like to be the Little Wooden Robot?
• If you could only be awoken from your sleep by “magic words”, what would your magic words be?
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1,, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.9 )
Using the final question as a basis, introduce the assignment. On a large index card, students will write an explanation of
what their own “magic words” would be. Then on the unlined side of the index card, they will draw a picture of themselves
being awoken by their “magic words”. As students work, assist them in the writing process.
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.5)
The final products can be displayed, framed, or taken home to share with loved ones.

OTHER CLASSIC FABLES & FOLKTALES FROM WESTON WOODS
• Chicken Little: The Real and Totally True Tale • Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs
• Hansel and Gretel • The True Story of the Three Little Pigs

