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Curriculum Guide

I Am Ruby Bridges
Written by Ruby Bridges. Illustrated by Nikkolas Smith

Ages: 4-8
Grades: PreK-3

SUMMARY
At the mere age of six, Ruby Bridges changed the course of history when she became the first 
child to integrate into an all-white elementary school in Lousiana. Ruby’s thirst for knowledge 
and dream of a brighter future inspired her to succeed in spite of the tremendous adversity she 
faced. In her personal account of this inspiring story, Ruby Bridges tells her tale in poetic verse. 
Her story serves as a monument not only to human resilience, but to children’s capacity to sow 
the seeds of social change.

THEMES
Multicultural, Biographies, Tolerance and Respect, Prejudice & Racism

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS*
Key Ideas and Details, Standard 3, Grade 2 (K.3.2)
Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and 
challenges.

Writing, Standard 1, Grade 2 (W.1.2)
Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book 
they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that 
support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) 
to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding 
statement or section.

Language, Standard 2, Grade 2 (W.2.2.)
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

MATERIALS

• A.V. equipment

• I Am Ruby Bridges movie

• I Am Ruby Bridges book

• Assorted postcards/cards

• Crayons or colored pencils

• Pencils, erasers, and sharpeners

• Clothesline and clothespins

*The Common Core State Standards addressed by the discussion questions and activities in this guide are noted throughout. 
For more information on the Common Core, visit corestandards.org.



BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Gather the class into a discussion circle. Explain to the students that they will be learning a true story about a child who 
changed the world. In order to engage the students in the topic, ask students to consider how they respond to challenges. 
Consider using the following prompts:

• Think about a really big goal that you have. What is that goal?
• Now imagine that something got in the way of you reaching your goal.
How would you feel?
• What would you do about this new challenge?
• Why is it important to face challenges?
• How can young people have an impact on the world?

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Begin a class discussion about the film. Consider using the following prompts:

• If a new student just walked into the room, how would you explain the movie we watched to them?
• How do you feel after watching this movie? What does it make you think about?
• Why did Ruby Bridges continue to fight in spite of the challenges she faced?
• How did her bravery make a positive change for others?
• How did a six-year-old like Ruby manage to make such a big impression on people?
(K.3.2)

Following the discussion, explain to students that they will be writing a postcard/card describing how they could be brave 
and help others. In their postcard, they should describe how Ruby Bridges’s bravery helped her make a positive change in 
the world. Finally, they should explain how her story inspires them to be a change-maker.
(K.3.2, W.1.2)

After writing and editing their cards, students may illustrate them. When the project is complete, display the students’ cards 
on a clothesline. Allow students the opportunity to present their card to the class.
(W.2.2.)

OTHER SIMILAR TITLES
• Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race  • Rosa  

• Martin’s Big Words • The Oldest Student: How Mary Walker Learned to Read

Curriculum Guide

Activities

OBJECTIVES
• Students will describe how Ruby Bridges responded to change and adversity.

• Students will describe one way that they could be brave and help others.
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